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1 John 5:12 


N EVERY street they ebb and flow— 
Two kinds of people passing by, 
And only two—the walking dead 
And those who, living, never die. 


Too often they appear alike, 
But yet will still be poles apart; 
The measure is not birth or place— 
It is a Presence in the heart. 


They never die who pulse with life 
Bestowed by the indwelling Son 

Of God—the living dead ignore, 
Reject, deny God’s Holy One. 


In every city, every place 

They live, indwelt by Life, the Son; 
The living dead, who seek Him not 

Go down the path to death alone. 


Look up, ye hopeless, hastening by, 
Whose time grows less with every 
breath— 
God’s gift of life is free to all! 
The choice is yours—choose life, not 
death. 
we 


IIl—Wonders of the Written Word 


One of the cheerful, uplifting Psalms 
is the Nineteenth. It turns one’s eyes 
away from sin, self, and strife to the 
glory of God in the heavens (vs. 1-6), 
and in His Word (vs. 7-11), and ends 
with a beautiful prayer. In the last two 


issues quotations have been given from 
Dr. A. T. Pierson’s book, “Knowing the 
Scriptures,” and the following are taken 
from his chapter on “The High Level 
of the Word of God.” 


He refers to Psalm 


nal plan; that He has His own annals 
and* chronicles, writing up history ac- 
cording to methods of His own, leaving 
great gaps of silence, chasms of oblivion, 
where He deems nothing worthy of rec- 
ord; that He has His own grammar, using 
all the nice distinctions of conjugation 


and declension, voice and mood, tense 
and person, gender and number, with 
discrimination and design. In a word, 
. 
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covery. Every new study of it brings 
new unveiling.” How thankful we should 
be that we live in a land where every- 
one may have his own copy of the Bible, 
and that there are in it always new, 
golden nuggets of truth to be discovered! 
And we have this promise of the Lord 
Jesus, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth ., .” (John 16:13). 
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Depending on the Spirit in Prayer 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon reviews “A Method of Prayer,” 
(Harper & Brothers, New York 16; $1.50.) 


Johannes Kelpius. 


N OLD devotional work, long lost, 
A has been rediscovered and repub- 
lished. It apparently had consid- 
erable vogue among German Christians 


of Pennsylvania, and one edition was 


issued by—of all persons—the matter- 
of-fact Benjamin Franklin. The author 
was son of a German pastor in Trans- 


schooled, who as 
r the influence 
it will be re- 


sylvania, brilliantly 
a young man came unde 
of Jacob Boehme, who, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places 
plain” (Isa. 40:4). 
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membered, also greatly shaped the spir- 
itual life of John Wesley. When the 
seventeenth century was passing into 
the eighteenth, he came with a band of 
forty learned and like-minded men to 
settle in a brotherhood in Pennsylvania. 
They lived austerely in the Wissahickon- 
Germantown area, their log chapel ‘be- 
ing built on the present Germantown 
Avenue. They called themselves “the 
Contented of the God-loving Soul,” and 
aimed to create a spiritual core around 
which might crystallize the many and 
conflicting German Christian bodies. 
Johannes Kelpius was a musician, and 
it is interesting to learn that his com- 
munity constituted a choir for the old 
Swedish Gloria Dei Church of Philadel- 
phia. Koester was the learned trans- 
lator of the Septuagint, Seelig had one 
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of the best classical libraries in the 

Middle Colonies, Witt was a clockmaker 

and builder of organs—surely a group 

of interesting men. 

Their leader, however, died in 1708, 
only fourteen years after his arrival in 
the new world. His associates attached 
themselves to the Mennonites and other 
German groups. The brief years were 
too short for much permanent fruit in 
the community. 

“The Method of Prayer” is the only 
visible reminder of the prayerful com- 
munity, and that was well-nigh lost. 

Spiritual attainment was their objec- 
tive, although not for itself alone. 
“Prayer which is performed in outward 
business is a fruit of inward prayer,” 
explained Kelpius. There was nothing 
of the Pharisee here. He addresses him- 
self in this fashion: 

“How happeneth it, my Kelpius, that 
unto thy God, so love-worthy, so rich, 
so liberal, and in endless ways tran- 
scending thine every desire . . . thou 
hast not hitherto shewn the acme of per- 
fection and scarcely shewest it now?” 
Then he muses on the fact that we do 
not despair of reaching physical matur- 
ity in spite of the sicknesses and vicis- 
situdes through which we earlier pass. 
“If this is so in the mortal. generation, 
how much more so in the regeneration! 
Justification is accomplished through 
faith by one act indeed (just as 
natural generation and filiation), but 
renovation and sanctification are to be 
pursued throughout our entire lives until 
we reach the goal of the age of man- 
hood in Christ.” 

These men were chiliasts, in other 
words, believers in Christ’s second com- 
ing. They looked for a final spiritual 
revolution when “all the sons of God 
will shout for joy as they did in the be- 
ginning.” There is no record that they 
were incited by this hope to missionary 
work as a condition precedent to that 
return. Brainerd among the Delaware 
Indians, Edwards among those of Stock- 
bridge, John Eliot in Roxbury, Mass., 
combined inner spiritual life with mis- 
sionary testimony. God fulfills Himself 
in many ways. Kelpius was early taken 
away and had little time to do more 
than serve his spiritual generation in his 
own way. And besides, the world was 
closed to missions. The epigram of a 
modern missions’ leader (who also 
taught deeply the ministry of the Spirit) 
to the effect that “the best prayer book 
is a map of the world,” would not have 
been understood in Kelpius’ time. The 
fullness of the time of world missions 
‘had not come, 

So he set to work to till the inner 
fields. He laid great stress on inner 
prayer, the prayer of the heart without 
words or thoughts. Verbal prayer can- 
not be “without ceasing” in the nature 
of the case. Contemplative and ejacu- 
latory prayers are good also; but all these 
are, as the sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
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ment were, a preparation for the ever- 
lasting offering. 

How to engage in inner prayer? 

“There must be,” he says, “first the 
representation of the Presence of God. 
One must think of God as present within 
oneself, as in all places. 

“Then one must commit oneself into 
a resigned committing of one’s soul into 
his fatherly hands with all faculties and 
performances, 

“When this is done, the soul has no 
more to do the whole time of prayer 
but to remain in peace and silence, en- 
deavoring to continue in this loving re- 
membrance of God. 

“The soul having presented herself 
before God, He instructs her in the way 
of His commandments. For God takes 
delight in instructing the soul as soon as 
the soul is attentive. 

“We ought not to believe that such 
a state of inward silence is indolence 
or loss of time. On the contrary, the 
soul is then more active than ever since 
it [began] practicing faith, hope, and 
love. 

“True inward prayer cannot be per- 
formed in us other than by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. For since we 
are unable to pronounce with any piety 
or due reverence the dearest name of 
Jesus; or call Jesus Lord in truth with- 
out the particular assistance of the Holy 
Ghost; how much less can we of our- 
selves, with our whole heart, pray in 
such a manner as may be acceptable to 
Him? And not knowing what we shall 
pray nor how to pray as we ought, must 
not the Spirit then pray for us with un- 
utterable sighs? And must not the same 
that searcheth the hearts, that is God, 
since He knows what the Holy Ghost 
in the spirit of man desireth, must He 
not therefore cause Him .to pray in 
Oe... 

“Now where the Spirit of God is, there 
is freedom. Therefore there must be 
no compelling to any particular degree 
of prayer, but to open the heart to the 
Holy Spirit and resign it wholly to Him, 
that so He may, according to the strength 
and power of His gracious drawings, in- 
cline the heart in all freedom either to 
speak or be silent; either to call upon 
God or to hearken to Him; either to 
pray for some particular grace or to 
pray for nothing, but to do nothing more 
than to admire and love; to discover 
something or to partake of some sensible 
evidence of grace, or to perceive noth- 
ing; either to be in fervency or in dry- 

ness; in strength or in weakness; in light 
or in darkness. 

“Whereby it is not difficult to discern 
this divine drawing, by the sweetness 
and purity of its working. On the con- 
trary, what is done through the self- 
working of our spirit is hard, incon- 
venient, contrary, unfruitful. 

“The Scripture calls the Lord, the Je- 
hovah, the Eternal God, to give us to 
understand that He is always God and as 
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God is always to be prayed to and 
called upon, and that thereon must all our 
service to God and all our prayers be 
forever founded... . 

“For the nourishment of the Spirit, 
Scripture study is necessary, actual 
prayer at certain times, the oft-repeated 
looking inwardly or collection of mind 
all day long, and now and then to throw 
off all business and present oneself in 
stillness before God. 

“O let us pray! Let us pray! Prayer 
is our only safety. ‘Blessed be God, 
which hath not turned away my prayer, 
nor his mercy from me’ (Psa, 66:20).” 





What shall we say of this? 

In the old Temple there were outer 
and inner courts and the holy of holies, 
So today. The holiest place is indeed 
open to all, yet few enter and hence few 
know much about it. This colonial saint 
clearly lived in the inner sanctities and 
submitted himself to them. This is ex- 
perimental knowledge! One must lis- 


ten to it respectfully and test it. It will 
assuredly be rewarding. 
Much may appear sublimated, in- 


tangible, unattainable. At times one is 
not certain of meaning, although the 
book is crystal clear. It presents the 
highest ideal of the Christian life. If 
one cannot assimilate all, there remains 


much bread of life on which to feed. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Changing the Lord's Prayer 


I am awaiting the reaction of THE 
Sunpay ScuHoo. Times to the news that 
the Presbyterian Conference has ap- 
pointed a committee to study changes 
in the Lord’s Prayer. 

I asked about this at the Presbyte- 
rian Headquarters in New York City, 
and was told that it is so; that the 
person who brought the subject up 
claimed that the Lord’s Prayer should 
be made simple so all can understand 
it! hat the words “debts” and 
“debtors” should be changed to “sins” 
and “those that sin against us”—or 
some such words. 

I looked up in my Greek Testament 
the words our Lord used, and found 
they were derived from the word 
“owe’—not the word “sin,” as you 
doubtless know. A totally different 
word I find is used for “sin” through- 
out the Testament, as in 1 John 1:7.— 
A New York reader. 


The General Assembly Daily News, 
May 27, 1952, reported that at the 164th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., in New York, an over- 
ture was presented by the Rev. Elmer C. 
Elsea “to appoint a committee whose 
duty shall be to seek means of inviting 
and working with representatives of all 
denominations in the National Council 
of Churches to revise the wording of 
the Lord’s Prayer as used in public wor- 
ship, so that it will read, ‘Forgive us 


(Continued on page 704) 
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Why Visit the Holy Land? 


Does it hinder or help the ministry of 
a Christian worker? 


1952 Lesson for August 31 


0 and | 
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Spirit, 
actual 
peated 


By BARTLETT L. HESS, Ph.D. 


Dr. Hess, who is pastor of the War- than get. 
ren Park Presbyterian Church, Cicero, I saw 


As we visited the missionaries 
money change hands _ several 


WAS a member of the fifth Wheaton 
College Bible Lands Cruise under 
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the direction of Dr. Joseph P. Free. 
Dr. Free is professor of Archaeology at 
Wheaton College, scholar and writer, 
and Archaeological Editor of THE SuN- 
pay ScHooL Times. He is ably assisted 
in the conduct of the party by Mrs. Free. 

“Why go to the Bible lands anyway?” 
An outstanding evangelical leader said 
he considered it a waste of time and 
profited little from his visit to the Near 
East. He could have spent the time bet- 
ter reading his Bible at home. A lay 
Bible teacher said to me that only two 
men that he knew were better equipped 
for their ministry by visiting the Holy 
Land. “Most men I have heard,” said 
he, “rely on their experiences over there 
instead of cn the Lord and the Scrip- 
tures.” It is pcssible to use any experl- 
ence or knowledge to the glory of self 
and not the Lord Jesus. 

The evangelical does not go to the 
Holy Land with the same purpose as the 
ritualist who thinks that special grace 
is bestowed by visiting supposedly sacred 
spots. Such an attitude is similar to that 
of the Moslem who sacrifices everything 
if necessary to make the pilgrimage to 


Mecca. The Biblical believer turns away 
from the stone that is kissed on the 
supposed site of the Crucifixion. While 


he recognizes the sincerity of the seekers, 
in the pomp and ceremonies, he thinks 
of Mary’s lament, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him” (John 20:13). 


Fellowship With Other Believers 

There are definite advantages in going 
with a group such as Dr, Free conducts. 
For two hours each morning, on the 
ship Constitution from New York to 
Naples, he lectured on the Book of Gene- 
sis and Gospel of Matthew. In a schol- 
arly and yet simple way Dr. Free ex- 
pounded the Scriptures in the light cf 
the customs of the Middle East. He pre- 
sented the methods and “finds” of the 
archaeologist which have again and again 
verified the Scripture and discredited 
contrary theories. 

One of the choice memories of those 
who were members of the Bible Lands 
Cruise is that of fellowship with other 
believers whose affiliation is from Epis- 
copalian to Foursquare Gospel. Our 
services together, evening prayers in our 
stateroom, discussion of our common 
faith strengthened us all. 

I was interested in the range of occu- 
pation in our party of fifty-two. It was 
not confined to ministers, who numbered 
five, or missionaries, of an equal number, 
We were farmers from the West Coast 
and Corn Belt, a physician, nurses, an 


Ill., traveled in the Near East last 
spring with Dr. Free and his party. 
He did not go with the mistaken 
idea that there is any religious merit 
in visiting the ancient sites, but does 
feel that many lessons can be learned 
by Christian travelers in those lands, 
and he points out several in this 
article. 

Full information on the sixth annual 
Bible Lands Cruise may be obtained 
from Dr. Joseph P. Free, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Il. 








attorney, salesmen, merchants; people 
who are active for the Lord as Bible 
schoo] teachers, superintendents, Gid- 
eons, members of Christian Business 
Men’s Committees. They took the trip 
primarily to be better equipped as wit- 
nesses and workers for the Lord Jesus, 
which is their main calling. 

Another interesting fact about the 1952 
Bible Lands Cruise was the range of age. 
Anita, the three-year-old daughter of Dr, 
and Mrs, Free, was one of the best trav- 
elers in the party. There was also a 
fourteen-year-old boy; a college student; 
young people who had entered their pro- 
fessions or business; middle-aged mar- 
ried couples; at least half a dozen who 
had passed threescore and ten, and three 
octogenarians, the oldest eighty-four. 
One of our oldest members was one of 
the first to swim in the Dead Sea. The 
spirit of the party was one of eagerness 
and youthfulness, and all of us felt that 
the promise of the psalmist was fulfilled 
in our older members, “His leaf also 
shall not wither” (Psa, 1:3) 

Visiting the Bible lands gave us an 
opportunity to get acquainted with stal- 
wart missionary pioneers and saints in 
the settings of their choice. Many of 
us consider our conversations with Dr. 
Tom Lambie in the Valley of Berachah, 
next to an Arab refugee camp, as times 
when the Lord Jesus was standing in 


our midst with special blessing. In his 
home and hospital! in the Valley of 
Berachah, south of Bethlehem, Dr. 


Lambie is living out the purpose of the 
birth of Christ. 

By-products of such a trip are an un- 
derstanding of how people live over 
there, a deepened sense of their need 
of the Saviour, and an insight into po- 
litical conditions, 

Another reason for visiting the Bible 


lands is for what one can give rather 
1Berachah Sanatorium, Holy Land Mission 


of the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, Box 1, Bethlehem, Hashemite 
Kingdom of the Jordan. 


times. Some members of our party took 
an interest in individual boys and girls, 
orphaned or otherwise in need. I am 
sure their encouragement and prayer 
fellowship were an inspiration to the 
missionaries and believers there. One 
of our Gideons felt called of the Lord 
to organize a Gideon camp in Jerusa- 
lem and visited all the Christian groups 
to do this. Visit the Bible lands, not 
only for what you can get, but for what 
you can give as well. 

Someone has called Palestine “the 
Fifth Gospel.” There is good reason for 
this. What my visit there meant to me 
I wrote in Jerusalem the day after Palm 
Sunday. Here it is: 


A Sense of Coming Home 

“I found that when I flew into the 
Jerusalem airport on my second visit to 
Jerusalem this spring I had a sense of 
coming home. Of course my home is in 
Heaven, where Christ is; and my home 


is in Cicero, Ill., U.S.A... and I would 
rather be an American than anything 


else on earth; but my home is in Jeru- 
salem, too. I said to my Arab guide 
when we had gotten through the formal- 
ities of passports and customs, ‘I feel 
so at home in Jerusalem.’ 

“T had visited five other countries, and 
traveled from Luxor, Egypt, to Mosul, 
Iraq, and Istanbul, Turkey. I had learned 
to understand and appreciate them and 
their citizens for themselves. I had 
sought to bridge the obvious chasms of 
language, customs, and religion. I had 
learned much, sympathized with the suf- 
fering and poor, tried to sit where they 
sat. I had gloried in the courage of 
many I had met, especially Christians. 
Yet, somehow, I was at home in Jeru- 
salem as nowhere else in the Middle East. 

“Perhaps it was due to the beauty of 
the Mount of Olives or the charm of the 
Old City. But I knew the main reascn 
was that there my Saviour, the Son of 
God, had walked and talked, had knelt 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and sweat 
drops of blood, had died on a cross and 
risen the third day. It was here in Je- 
rusalem He had ascended into Heaven, 
but before doing so had appeared to His 
disciples. The words He spoke are illu- 
minated by the donkeys carrying heavy 
loads and heavy men, the roosters crow- 
ing, the flowers of the field growing, the 
blind tapping their canes, the pigeons 
in their crates, the sheep grazing. 

“To this very Mount of Olives Christ 
will come again and every eye shall see 
Him. Through that closed Golden Gate 
He shall march in triumph. 

“Jerusalem is my spiritual home be- 
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cause of what Christ did there for me, 
a simple believer of the twentieth cen- 
tury. What He has done for me He has 
done in me. He is alive in me and I am 
alive in Him and only in Him ., .” 
One of the members of the church I 
serve asked: “What if we shall never 
see Jerusalem? Will we be losing some- 
thing necessary in our Christian life?” 
Not at all. First, last, and always our 
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salvation is an experience of the risen 
Christ revealed to us in the Word of 
God, received by faith. 
E’er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die. 
Still, if you can visit the Bible lands, 
go. 


Cicero, ILL, 


Vil. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


True Christian conflict 


By EVAN H. HOPKINS 


There is a great difference between internal conflict, or rebellion, 


and “the good fight of faith.” 


What that difference is, and how the Chris- 


tian may be victorious, Mr. Hopkins tells in this seventh article in the 


series. 


One final article will follow next week. 


An American edition of Mr. Hopkins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in 
the Spiritual Life,” from which these articles are taken, will be issued this 
fall by The Sunday School Times Company. 


LMOST immediately after the be- 

liever realizes what it is to have 
eternal life in Christ, he is brought face 
to face with conflict. It is of the utmost 
importance that he should understand 
clearly the principles on which the war- 
fare is to be waged, and what are the 
essential conditions to be maintained in 
order that there should, not only be 
conflict, but victorious conflict. 

One of the chief passages of Scripture 
on this important subject is the sixth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians. 

The first thing to be noticed is the 
preparation for the battle. This is given 
us in the tenth verse. “Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might.” 
As when the apostle puts before us the 
Christian life under the figure of a race, 
he shows us what are the needful quali- 
fications in order to run so as to obtain, 
so when he speaks of the conflict, he 
lays down as a preliminary condition that 
which is essential in order that we may 
come off conquerors. We must know 
what it is to become strengthened in the 
Lord. 

The apostle addresses himself to those 
who have already apprehended their 
judicial standing in Christ. It is not 
now a question of salvation, but of be- 
coming experimentally and practically 
strengthened, of which he here speaks. 
It is something that he presses upon 
them as that which is absolutely essen- 
tial for Christian conflict. 

But how is the exhortation to be 
obeyed? To be made powerful in the 
Lord is to occupy a certain position, from 
which alone the battle can be success- 
fully waged. In order to do this we 


must first see clearly the nature of the 
victory the Lord Jesus Christ has ob- 
tained for His people. 

He is, not only the Mediator between 
God and man, He is the Conqueror of 
our great spiritual Adversary. 


He has 


not only atoned for our sins by His 
merits, He has overcome our foes by 
His almighty power. Through His death 
He has vanquished him who had the 
power of death, that is, the Devil; He 
has triumphed over every enemy that 
can possibly assail us. When God raised 
Christ from the dead and set Him at 
His own right hand, it was “far above 
all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also 
in that which is to come: and hath put 
all things under his feet” (Eph. 1:21, 
22). To be strengthened in the Lord we 
must first see Him as the Conqueror, we 
must see Him occupying the victorious 
position. 

As it has often been observed, the 
Epistle to the Ephesians in the New Tes- 
tament answers to the Book of Joshua 
in the Old. It is in the Book of Joshua 
that the Lord manifests Himself as a 
man of war. In Exodus He reveals Him- 
self as the Redeemer, but it is not until 
the Children of Israel are standing 
within the borders of the Promised Land 
that Jehovah appears to them as the 
Conqueror: “As captain of the host of 
the Lord am I now come.” It is the 
same divine Person, but a new revela- 
tion; it is the same Lord, but a fresh 
manifestation. They had only just 
placed their feet on true fighting ground; 
to lead them forth to the conflict, and 
to teach them the true secret of vic- 
tory does He now come. 

A full view of the Captain, and a clear 
apprehension of the complete victory He 
has already obtained, is the first step 
towards becoming strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might. 

But the next step is to identify our- 
selves with Him in His victory. What 
did Joshua require the captains of his 
men of war to do? Not simply to take 
in the fact that he had conquered the five 
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kings whom he had placed in the cave 
but also to identify themselves with him 
in the victory. As representatives of 
the camp of Israel they were required to 
place their feet on the necks of these 
kings. 

So our Joshua would have his beliey. 
ing followers, not only to recognize the 
fact that He has triumphed over the foe, 
but also by faith to plant their feet on 
that victorious position which He has 
obtained for them; He would have them 
to enter into His triumphs, into the fruits 
of His conquest; not only to stand in 
His righteousness, but by faith to claim 
and occupy the victorious position in re- 
lation to all their foes. This is to be 
made powerful in the Lord, and in the 
strength of His might. 

Now let it be clearly understood, that 
to occupy the victorious position, as a 
preparation for the battle, is not a ques. 
tion of progressive attainment, but a 
matter of immediate acceptance by faith. 
We take it before we begin to fight, for 
not until that position is taken are we 
prepared for the conflict. 

It is a position superior to that of the 
enemy. Christ does not bring the be- 
liever into the valley while the enemy 
is occupying the heights. The conflict 
does not consist in obtaining the victory 
with His aid, and dislodging the enemy 
from his vantage ground. The character 
of the conflict is entirely different. To | 
see what Christ has accomplished by His 
victory is to see that the enemy has al- 
ready been overcome and dislodged from 
his stronghold, and that our conflict con- 
sists in fighting, not for this position of 
victory, but from it. We are to fight, 
not in order to reach the place of vic- 
tory, but, occupying that position in 
Christ, being strengthened in Him, we 
fight from it. The conflict is, not to go 
up and take possession, but to stand in 
possession. Because possession is taken 
the moment we stand in Christ, what 
we then have to do is to hold our ground, 
We have “to keep the field,” as Martin 
Luther puts it. And so the apostle uses 
this expression, “that ye may be able 
to withstand, .. . and having done all, 
to stand” (Eph. 6:13). 

But again: the preparation for the 
battle includes another essential con- 
dition. Not only must the right position 
be occupied, the equipment which God 
has provided must be appropriated— 
“put on.” 

“Put on the whole armour of God.” 
Here again the words must be under- 
stood, not as having reference to our 
judicial standing—for this could not be 
a matter of exhortation—but to our prac- 
tical conduct. The apostle refers to that 
which has to be appropriated. Without 
entering in detail into the meaning of 
this armor, we may point out in passing, 

that what we have here is equivalent 
to the direction given by the same apos- 
tle in his Epistle to the Romans: “Put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom, 13: 
14). We may sum it up by saying that 
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Lesson for August 31 


to put on Christ, is to be brought into 
entire subjection to His supremacy, to 
be wholly under His control. This, as we 
have seen in another chapter, is the 
secret of having His power. Until this 
is actually brought about we are not 
ready to engage in the battle. 

In the next place, observe the foe to 
be encountered. The enemy especially 
referred to in the sixth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians is not the world 
or the flesh, but Satan. “For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high [or, 
heavenly] places.” That is, we are not 
fighting against mankind. It is not 
against the human instruments but 
against Satan himself, who is employing 
these instruments, that we wage war. 
The real enemy is not visible to the out- 
ward eye. He is an unseen but mighty 
foe: he is behind and underneath all 
that which is visible and human and 
physical. The enemy here contem- 
plated, therefore, is not an internal but 
an external foe. 

Now it may be objected, Is not the 
“flesh” an enemy? and is not the “flesh” 
within us? True. But let us not fail 
to observe that if the preparation for the 
battle has really been carried out, if 
the preliminary conditions have been 
complied with, then the flesh is no longer 
free to hinder us. That tendency to evil 
which continues with us to the last is no 
longer in power, but held in subjec- 
tion by the supremacy of Christ. 

The fight does not consist in an inter- 
nal conflict. This would be mutiny. The 
believer cannot really conquer himself; 
but by giving Christ the throne, by sim- 
ply falling in with His conditions, self 
is conquered, the flesh is held in abey- 
ance, kept in the place of death, so that 
the believer is free to fight the enemies 
of the Lord. 

We must very jealously distinguish 
between rebellion and true Christian 
conflict. If we are not willing that God 
should have His way with us, if we are 
setting up our will in opposition to His 
will, this certainly is conflict; but it is 
not Christian conflict, it is not “the good 
fight of faith.” It is like a soldier who, 
going out to fight his country’s enemy, is 
found, during the progress of the battle, 
sometimes on the side of the foe, fight 
ing in his ranks against his own coun- 
try, and at other times in the ranks of 
his own army. Unless we are really on 
the Lord’s side, truly loyal to Him, we 
are not engaged in the warfare described 
in this Epistle. 

The believer who really fulfills the 
conditions insisted upon in the tenth and 
following verses in this sixth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians is, as 
Gurnal says, a “Christ-inclosed man.” 
Satan knows what that means better 
than we do. He is too experienced a 
general to waste his strength against 
walls which he knows are impregnable. 
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So, he does not come against us with 
his power, when we are thus entrenched; 
he .dopts other methods. He brings his 
“wiles” to bear upon us—his subtle, 
methodized plans, in order to allure us 
out of our Stronghold. The apcstle 
speaks of them as “the wiles of the 
devil.” His aim is to get the believer 
to quit faith’s position. If he can only 
get him to doubt, or even to entertain 
discouragement—for all discouragement 
comes from the Devil—he will succeed 
in his schemes; for the moment the be- 
liever quits faith’s position he falls un- 
der Satan’s power. Hence the fight is 
not merely “the good fight,” because it 
may always be a victorious one, but 
“the good fight of faith,” because it is 
essentially a question of maintaining the 
trusting attitude and remaining in faith’s 
position. 

It should encourage the weakest be- 
liever to remember that the “babe in 
Christ” who is within the impregnable 
Fortress is as safe as the “father in 
Christ” who occupies the same position; 
but the most advanced saint is as weak 
and heipless as water the moment he 
ceases to abide in the Fortress and have 
Christ between himself and the enemy. 

The order in which the several pieces 
are enumerated is the order in which 
the armor of the Roman soldier was 
actually put on. And being armed, the 
soldier had then only to take up the 
sword or the spear. Now it is curious 
to note that St. Paul omits the spear; 
but this is exactly that part of his equip- 
men which when on guard within the 
fortress the soldier would not be likely 
to assume. 

Lastly: observe the result to be ex- 
pected in this conflict. There are three 
“ables” in this passage that should be 
carefully noted. The first is in verse 11, 
“That ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil.” The provision 
made for us in the armor is sufficient to 
enable us to stand. There is no reason 
why even the weakest saint should be 
overcome by Satan. It is God’s purpose 
that we should come off victorious. Let 
us expect not defeat but triumph. How 
often have we been defeated because we 
have gone into the conflict anticipating 
failure! 

The next “able” is in verse 13; but 
notice first the one in verse 16: “Above 
all, taking the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked.” Let us not 
overlook the little word “all.” We know 
something of these fiery darts and the 
suffering they occasion: those unbeliev- 
ing thoughts, desponding, hard, abom- 
inable thoughts—inflaming our worst 
passions and plunging us into the dark- 
est gloom. How we long to be delivered! 
Well, here is God’s warrant for our con- 
fident expectation that we may be. 
Where is the remedy? It is in the shield 


of faith. Let that shield be ever between 
us and the enemy, and not a single dart 
shall reach our souls. 


“All the fiery 
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darts of the wicked” shall be quenched. 

Christ is the shield that faith appre- 
hends. Let Him stand between you and 
the foe, and you need fear no evil. This 
invisible and impenetrable shield shall 
surround you on every side, and guard 
you from every assault, 

In the thirteenth verse we read, “That 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.” This 
expression, “withstand,” occurs also in 
the Epistle of James, “Resist [i.e., with- 
stand] the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (Jas. 4:7); and also in Peter's first 
Epistle, “Whom resist [withstand] sted- 
fast in the faith” (1 Pet, 5:9). The 
Authorized Version might lead perhaps 
to the idea that the believer’s duty was 
to go out and encounter the enemy, and 
seek to overccme him by dint of his own 
power of resistance; but bearing in mind 
that the word is really “withstand,” we 
see at once that the only way in which 
Satan can successfully be encountered is 
for us to be found by him entrenched 
in Christ. The only way we can “resist” 
him is for us to stand in Christ our 
Fortress, and to meet his assaults with 
Christ as our wall of defense. So is that 
passage in Peter to be understood. We 
are to “resist” Satan by being steadfast 
in the faith; that is, by standing fast in 
faith’s victorious position. 

(To be continued) 


we 


Witnessing Among Paris 
Students 


ORE than 60,000 students from many 

countries are ‘studying in Paris, 
France. An unusual opportunity to be- 
gin a Bible testimony among them is 
now open before the University Bible 
Groups of France, a branch of the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Evangelical Stu- 
dents of which C. Stacey Woods is the 
general secretary. 

The North Africa Mission has decided 
to sell its Paris headquarters, a sub- 
stantial, four-story stone building in 
good condition, and situated within five 
minutes’ walk from the Cité Universi- 
taire. A young American couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Horton, have just left to 
attend Christian student camps in France 
and Germany, and to open the new 
headquarters at 15 Rue des Orchidées, 
Paris 13, in September. Frank Horton 
is the son of missionary parents in Af- 
rica. He studied at a South African 
university and at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Evanston, Ill., and has served as 
pastor of an independent Bible church. 
During the war he was attached to the 
American Embassy in Paris, so he speaks 
French and knows that city. Anne is 
a devoted Christian girl of French-Swiss 
parentage, and French is spoken in their 
home. She is a member of an independ- 
ent Baptist church in Philadelphia, a 
college graduate, and has served on the 


(Continued On page 706) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. AUGUST 31. 


THE RERGN OF DAVID 


2 Samuel 5:6-25; 8 and 9; printed text, 5:6-10; 8:13-18 
Golden Text.—As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.—2 Sam. 22:31 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


2 Sam. 5:6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem 
unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake 
unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and 
the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David 
cannot come in hither. 

7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: 
same is the city of David. 

8 And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to 
the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the 
blind, that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief and 
captain, Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall 
not come into the house. 

9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of 
David. And David built round about from Millo and inward. 

10 And David went on, and grew great, and the Lorp God 
of hosts was with him, 


the 


Chap. 8:13 And David gat him a name when he returned 
from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of salt, being 
eighteen thousand men. 

14 And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom 
put he garrisons, and all they of Edom became David's serv- 
ants. And the Lorp preserved David whithersoever he went. 

15 And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed 
judgment and justice unto all his people. 

16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; 

17 And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of 
Abiathar, were the priests; and Seraiah was the scribe; 

18 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over both the 
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons were chief 
rulers. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE reign of David was in striking 
contrast to the reign of Saul, his 
predecessor. Saul began his king- 
ship on a tidal wave of enthusiasm and 
optimism, and, apart from a few worth- 
less fellows (1 Sam. 10:27), with the 
unanimous support ,of a unified nation. 
David, on the other hand, came to the 
throne in a day of disillusion and dis- 
appointment and frustration. The Philis- 
tines, whem Saul should have crushed 
beyond recovery, were exulting in a 
great victory over Israel, in which their 
king and three of his sons had fallen. 
The army was dispersed and morale was 
at a low ebb. In addition, the nation 
as a whole did not rally to him, and it 
was only after a hard struggle of seven 
and a half years that he sat securely on 
the throne of all Israel. 

Nevertheless, from the near wreck 
which he inherited from the hands of 
the rejected Saul, David built a strong, 
united nation, well administered by cap- 


able men. He thoroughly crushed the 
enemy within their own borders, and 


extended the dominion of Israel north, 
east, and south, till there was none to 
challenge his sway. He established a 
strong capital, centralized the worship 
of the people, and encouraged true piety 
throughout the land. True, his reign 
was not without its tragedies, but he 
passed on to the hands of his son Solo- 
mon a kingdom united and extensive. 
The peace and magnificence of Solo- 
mon’s reign must be attributed in large 
measure to David. The son reaped what 
his father had sown. 

This contrast between Saul and David 


“ “ “ b 


is traceable to one basic difference. Saul, 
for all his pretense to obedience, did not 
have his heart right with the Lord, but 
sought his own honor (1 Sam. 15:30). 
David, for all his faults and sins, was 
a lover of God, a man who humbly ac- 
cepted the rebukes of the Lord, deeply 
repented, and set the Lord always be- 
fore him. As a result, Saul went deeper 
and deeper into sin and dismally failed, 
while David, although reaping much bit- 
ter fruit of his sins, triumphed over 
them, and led his people from victory 
to victory. “Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence; for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Prov, 4:23). 


Verse by Verse 


2 Sam. 5:6.—“Except thou take away 
the blind and the lame, thou shalt not 
come in hither.” The Jebusites reckoned 
their stronghold so impregnable that 
blind and lame men could hold it against 
any comer. This was really a taunt to 
David, being their way of defying him. 

Verse 7.—‘Nevertheless David took 
the strong hold of Zion.” The impreg- 
nability of the place and the boast of 
the Jebusites were no discouragement to 
David. His generalship and the prowess 
of his mighty men, were equal to any sit- 
uation. 

Verse 8.—‘“Whosoever getteth up to the 
gutter . . , shall be chief and captain.” 
It is thought that a subterranean pas- 
sage is here referred to as the only ap- 
proach to the fortress, and such a pas- 
sage was discovered by Sir Charles War- 
ren. Joab undertook the mission, and 
was restored to the command which he 
apparently had lost as a result of his 
murder of Abner (1 Chron, 11:6). 


Verse 9.—“So David dwelt in the fort, 
and ., . built round about from Millo.” 


Establishing Zion as his capital, he 
needed buildings to house his officers, 
and so forth. “Millo” is rendered “cita- 
del” in the Septuagint. The entire hill 
thus became a stronghold, 

Verse 10.—“And David went on, and 
grew great, and the Lord God of hosts 
was with him.” The phrase, “went on, 
and grew great,” is a Hebraism for 
“grew greater and greater.” The secret 
was, of course, that the Lord was with 
him. 

Chap. 8:13.—“‘And David gat him a 
name ,.. from smiting of the Syrians.” 
No wonder, for the Syrians were the 
mighty nation of that day. It was a 
complete subjugation. See verse 6. 

Verse 14.—“And he put garrisons in 
Edom. ; And the Lord preserved 
David.” This regicn (Negeb) has fig- 
ured in very recent history. David thus 
secured his southern border. 

Verse 15.—“David executed judgment 
and justice unto all his people.” In peace 
as in war David proved his skill, and 


he was as zealous in the exercise of 
justice as in the prosecution of con- 
quests. Apparently Absalom’s charges 


were not well founded (chap. 15:3, 4). 
Verse 16—“And Joab . . . was over 
the host; and Jehoshaphat .. . recorder.” 
Joab maintained his position throughout 
David’s reign after his seizure of Zion. 
“Recorder” means “remembrancer.” He 
probably was the official historian. 
Verse 17.—“Zadok _.. . and Ahimelech.” 
Two high priests were not strictly legal. 
Zadok was at Gibeon, and Ahimelech at 
Jerusalem. (Note: the Syriac reads, 
“Abiathar, son of Ahimelech,” and it was 
Abiathar who came to David in the cave 
after his father Ahimelech was slain, at 
Saul’s command, 1 Sam, 22: 20-23.) 
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Lesson for August 31 

Verse 18.—“And Benaiah . . . was over 
both the Cherethites and the Pelethites.” 
Two small tribes from Philistine terri- 
tory, who formed the king’s bodyguard. 
Benaiah became commander of the army 
when Solomon came to the throne, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Being king of Israe] was no easy task. 
There were enemies within the borders 
of their land whom the tribes had failed 
to subdue or drive out, and these were 
constant pricks and thorns, not only hin- 
dering the development of the nation, 
but at times gaining the ascendency and 
oppressing the Israelites. The very cita- 
del which David chose as capital was 
in the hands of the Jebusites, who 
boasted of their unshakable possession 
of it. We, too, have inward foes, who 
hold the very citadel of our being, the 
will, until our mighty David wrests it 
from their grasp. Read Romans 7: 15-25. 

Then there were foes beyond the bor- 
ders of Israel, jealous of the rising power 
of David, and seeking occasion to halt 
his progress. Moab, Syria and Edom, 
Ammon and Amalek, al] had to be sub- 
jugated. There was no living amicably 
with these nations, bent on the destruc- 
tion of God’s people. So we have foes 
without. The powers of darkness rage 
against all who name the name of Christ, 
and there can be no truce. If we would 
win new territory for our Lord, it will 
be on the field of battle, not around a 
conference table. 

Kingship also called for administra- 
tion. So we read of David's organiza- 
tion of the kingdom. He himself held 
the ministry of justice, but chose men 
of proved worth to share with him the 
responsibilities of state in its various 
branches. We remember that there are 
diverse offices in the church, and the 
Apostle Paul reminds us that every 
member of the body has an assigned 
task appropriate to his gift. Read 1 
Corinthians, chapters 12 and 13. 

But a king is also a man, and he is 
most kingly when he is best performing 
his duties as a man among men. David 
did not allow the burdens of kingship 
to crowd out the finer qualities of pity 
and generosity. He remembered the 
lovely friendship of Jonathan, and he 
sought out the sole surviving son of his 
friend to do him kindness for his father’s 
sake. The story of David’s dealings 
with Mephibosheth (chap. 9) constitutes 
a lovely interlude in a life so full of pub- 
lic activity. If only we studied to show 
“the kindness of God” to needy men, 
many a bitter heart might be opened 
for the reception of the Gospel. The 
thing that made the late King George 
VI of Britain so beloved was his per- 
sonal touch with the people, and his 
kindnesses so freely bestowed, especially 
during the nation’s dark days, 


Topics for Development 
The Blind and the Lame, This ex- 
pression is used three times in the pas- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
8. August 24.—David Becomes King. 
1 Samuel 16; 18; 22:1, 2; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:1 to 2:4a; 3:1; 5:1-5 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 7.—A Humble and Great- 
hearted Leader. 2 Samuel 11:2 to 
12:33; 15:24-26; 16:5-13; 18:5, 31- 

33; 19:1-6, 18b-20; 24:18-25 








sage recording the capture of Zion. It 
was used first by the Jebusites in their 
message of defiance to David (2 Sam. 
5:6), then by David in his challenge to 
his mighty men to storm the citadel (v. 
8), then it became a proverb among the 
people (v. 8). Personally I do not think 
there were actually blind and lame in 
the citadel, but the Jebusites boasted that 
blind and lame folks would be sufficient 
guard for their impregnable fortress 
against any attack of David, and so Cov- 
erdale’s translation has it. Then David 
took up their own language, and con- 
temptuously referred to the Jebusite gar- 
rison as “the blind and the lame.” It 
should be noted that the phrase, “that 
are hated of David's soul,” was originally, 
“who hate David’s soul.” (See Pulpit 
Commentary under this text.) The 
proverb probably expressed Israel’s atti- 
tude to the Jebusites in return for their 
insulting message, 

The Kindness of God, This phrase 
used by David (chap. 9:3) is a Hebrew 
idiom signifying very great kindness. 
Yet in this case we can take the Hebrew 
phrase quite literally, for in so many 
respects David’s action toward Mephib- 
osheth is a picture of God's gracious 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW did (a) Saul, 
to his throne? 

2. How do you account for the failure 
of Saul, despite promising beginnings, 
and for the prosperity of David, de- 
spite grievous sins? 

3. What two places are called “the city 
of David” in the Bible? 

4. What two enemies within the bor- 
ders of Israel did David crush? 

5. Why did David specify that “the 
lame and the blind” in Zion were to be 
slain? 

6. Who succeeded in the dangerous and 
difficult task assigned by David in 2 Sam- 
uel 5:8? 

7. Why did David turn against the 
Moabites, who had befriended him in 
the days of his fleeing from Saul? (1 
Sam, 22:3, 4.) 

8. In what directions did David ex- 
tend his dominions? 

9. What positions did Benaiah hold (a) 
under David, (b) under Solomon? 

10. What caused Mephibosheth’s lame- 
ness? 


(b) David, come 


(Answers on page 704) 
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dealings with sinners. Consider the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The recipient of the kindness be- 
longed to a rebellious house that had 
long held out against David. 

2. The recipient of the kindness was 
in a helpless condition—lame on both 
feet. 

3. The kindness was shown for the 
sake of another. 

4. The kindness restored to Mephibo- 
sheth all the lost estates of Saul. 

5. The kindness consisted, in addition, 
of constant access to the king’s presence. 

6. The kindness consisted also of full 
provision for every need. 

It should be easy to make a Gospel 
application of all these points. I re- 
member, when I was just a boy, hearing 
a sermon on this theme by William 
Thompson, the Scottish evangelist. But 
human pictures always fall down some- 
where. At the end of all this kindness, 
Mephibosheth was still lame on both 
feet. Our Lord’s kindness to us gives 
us soundness to walk the way of holiness, 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. David secures his capital (2 Sam. 5: 


6-10). 

2. David strengthens his position (vs. 
17-25). 

3. David extends his borders (chap, 8: 
1-14), 

4. David administers his realm (vs, 15- 
18). 

5. David remembers his friend (chap, 9: 
1-13). 


Personal Applications 

Better a weak man whose heart is 
right with God than a strong man whose 
heart turns from God; but a heart right 
with God will make the weak strong. 

Do not be rash with your satire; it may 
return upon your own head (2 Sam, 5: 
6, 8, and see first Topic for Develop- 
ment). 

Every spiritual victory must be con- 
solidated by fresh “building operations” 
(2 Sam, 5:7, 9). The Word and prayer 
are the building exercises of the Chris- 
tian. 

The King has a place for you in His 
service. Have you presented yourself 
for appointment? (2 Sam, 8:16-18.) 

Have you surrendered the citadel of 
your will to God’s King? 

If God for Christ’s sake has shown 
the kindness of His grace to you, prac- 
tice such kindness to others. It may 
open their hearts to the kindness of God 
in salvation, 


Golden Text 

2 Sam, 22:31.—“As for God, his way is 
perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: 
he is a buckler to all them that trust in 
him.” Here are three wonderful state- 
ments: one about His way—it is perfect, 
without any deviation from rectitude; 
one about His Word—it is purified as 
silver is purified in the crucible, so that 
there are no careless or hasty state- 
ments in it; 


one about His work—He 
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completely shields all who trust Him 
from every evil device. “This God is our 
God for ever and ever”. (Psa. 48:14). 
ELMuurRstT, ILL, 
bi 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGEsTeD HYMNS 
“We're Marching to Zion” 
“Sound the Battle Cry” 
“The Lord’s Our Rock, in Him We Hide” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
all the love and wisdom behind Thy 
dealings with us, for Thy Word to 
illumine our way, and for Thy shield- 
ing care each day. We deserve none of 
Thy goodness, but we trust Thee to for- 
give our sins for Thy Son’s sake, and to 
maintain Thy mercies toward us con- 
tinually, for without Thee we are un- 
done. Bless us by Thy Word just now, 
and use every faithful messenger of 
Thine today that sinners may be con- 
verted and Thy faithful people encour- 
aged and strengthened. Be the comfort 
of the sorrowful, the reliever of the 
needy, the healer of the sick, the guide 
of the perplexed, and the recoverer of 
the lost. Lead us into those ministries 
of love and helpfulness by which we 
may serve others in their need. Re- 
vive Thy church and use her to cause 
men to awake to righteousness and sin 
not. Guide our leaders, guard those who 
serve in the forces of their country, and 
remove the tensions and hostilities that 
set nation against nation. And, O Lord, 
bring the Saviour back to reign, that His 
Kingdom of righteousness and peace may 
soon come. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—The Golden Text 
gives us something of the secret of Da- 
vid’s success as against Saul’s failure. 
“As for God,” wrote David, “his way is 
perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: 
he is a buckler to all them that trust 
in him.” Three things get mention here: 
God’s way, God’s Word, and God’s care. 

Note first that David excelled Saul 
because of God’s way with David. Un- 
like Saul, David had a long period of 
testing and training before he came to 
the throne. It must have been hard to 
bear up under the dangers and troubles 
of the years in which Saul sought Da- 
vid’s life. But that long time of trouble 
deepened David’s trust in God and 
trained him in patient obedience to God 
under testing. David came up the hard 
way, but, looking back over it all later, 
he could say, “As for God, his way is 
perfect.” And when God’s way with us 
brings us through testing, troublous ex- 
periences, if we will just go on trusting 
and obeying the Lord, we shall emerge 
the better and the stronger and the more 
useful for it all. 

Two things that brought David through 
those testing years were God’s word to 
him and God’s care of him. “The word 


of the Lord is tried,” he says; “he is a 
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buckler to all them that trust in him. 
He means God’s Word is genuine, true, 
free from error and deceit. Men can 
rely upon it. David heeded its teach- 
ings and found them sound, trusted its 
promises and found them reliable. Amid 
many dangers he found that God was 
his buckler, or shield, guarding him con- 
tinually. When Luther was making his 
brave stand against the powerful evils 
in the church, a messenger from Rome 
called on him to picture the great power 
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of Luther’s opponents and what they 
would do to him. “Where will you be 
then?” asked the messenger. “Then, as 
now,” said Luther, “in the hands of Al- 
mighty God.” Those hands shielded Da- 
vid. Those hands shielded Luther; and 
they will shield us, too, if we trust and 
obey God. For He is a buckler, not just 
to a few special folk, but “to all them 
that trust in him.” 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thinking, David cannot come in 
hither” (2 Sam. 5:6).—People frequently 
have wrong thoughts—especially where 
the Lord is involved. He knows our 
thoughts afar off (Psa. 139:2); but we 
do not know His unless we believe His 
Word (Psa. 92:5, 6; Isa. 55:8, 9). Naa- 
man had a wrong thought and almost 
lost his cleansing as a consequence (2 
Kings 5:11-14). Sennacherib’s man, 
Rabshakeh, had a wrong thought in 
thinking Hezekiah was making a fatal 
mistake in putting his trust in the Lord 
(Isa. 36 and 37). 

The Jebusites felt so secure in their 
stronghold surrounded by defiles, strong 
walls, and ramparts, that they thought 
it impossible for David and his men to 
take the fort. They felt justified in 
resorting to mockery and scorn. Hu- 
manly speaking, their fortress was im- 
pregnable, but with God all things are 
possible. 

“To understand the full meaning and 
force of the insulting taunt, it is neces- 
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sary to bear in mind the depth and steep- 
ness of the valley of Gihon, and the lofty 
walls of the ancient Canaanitish fort- 
ress” (Brown). 

I have read that the builder of the 
first Eddystone Lighthouse was so enam- 
ored of his design and workmanship 
that he said: “I wish nothing better 
than to be in my building in a storm.” 
His wish was granted, and neither he 
nor the lighthouse was ever heard of 
again. 

Scripturally we may glory or boast 
“in the Lord” (Psa. 34:2); in the Cross 
(Gal, 6:14); and in tribulations (Rom. 
5:3): for “if God be for us, who can be 
against us?” 

“And David went on, and grew great” 
(2 Sam, 5:10).—The secret of his great- 
ness was the Lord’s presence and His 
blessing upon him. That is the secret of 
Christian greatness to this day. David 
acknowledged that it was the Lord’s 
condescending gentleness that made him 
great (Psa. 18:35). Another version ren- 
ders the expression thus: “Thine an- 
swers to prayer have raised me.” Thus 
the way to that which the Lord terms 
greatness is open to every Christian. 
The Lord Jesus said, “Whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your 
minister”’—or servant (Matt. 20:26). 

Robert Morrison, the noted mission- 
ary to China, wrote to his friends in Eng- 
land, asking for an assistant. In re- 
sponse, a young man from the country 
offered himself. After an interview, the 
members of the board decided that 
though he was an earnest Christian he 
was too rough and unpolished, and they 
gave him the decision: “We do not 
think you fit to be a missionary, but if 
you would like to go out as a servant 
to the missionary, we will send you.” 

After hearing this answer, he said: 
“Well, sir, if the gentlemen don’t think 
me fit to be a missionary, I will go as a 
servant, I am willing to be a hewer 
of wood and a drawer of water or do 
anything tv help the cause of my 
Heavenly Master.” 

He was sent out as a servant, but he 
soon became a missionary. He was Dr. 
Milne, one of the best missionaries that 
ever went to that country. 

“David executed judgment and jus- 
tice unto all his people” (2 Sam. 8:15) .— 
In this he became a type of Him of whom 
it is written, “Behold, a king shall reign 
in righteousness” (Isa, 32:1). “And he 
shall judge among many people, and 
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more” (Mic. 4:3). 

As this is being written, policemen in 
Los Angeles are being tried and pun- 
ished for their illegal abuse of arrested 
men. 

Reports of a “bloody Christmas” police 
beating which may have been the cause 
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of the death of a young soldier are to 
be investigated by the grand jury. It 
is a sad state of affairs when some to 
whom we have a right to look become 
persecutors instead of protectors. 

Almost daily one is reminded of the 
words of King Solomon: “If thou seest 
the oppression of the poor, and violent 
perverting of judgment and justice in a 
province, marvel not at the matter: for 
he that is higher than the highest re- 
gardeth; and there be higher than they” 
(Eccles. 5:8). 


“And David’s sons were chief rulers” 
(2 Sam. 8:18).—A king, like a president, 
must have a cabinet. Here David is 
seen appointing capable men to vari- 
ous posts, such as chief of the armed 
forces, recorder, priests, scribes, and the 
like. 

Believers are made “kings and priests 
to God”; and when the Lord Jesus takes 
the universal scepter and reigns from sea 
to sea, they will be given positions of 
honor in His Kingdom and will reign 
over the earth. No wonder the apostle 
exclaimed, “I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 

As the sales manager took a very small 
batch of orders into his hand, he looked 
at the salesman and said, “Is this all you 
have done?” The salesman looked stead- 
ily at him and said, “No, sir, it is not 
all I have done, but I’m afraid it is all 
I can show.” Our Lord knows all we 
have done as well as the little we can 
show, and will reward accordingly (Luke 
19:17). 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in today’s lesson you 

are dealing with the greatest of all 
the human kings who ever lived. By 
all counts he ranks as greatest. The 
finest thing ever said about David was 
that he was “a man after his [God's] 
own heart” (see 1 Sam. 13:14; 1 Kings 
11:4; Acts 13:22), which accounts for all 
that was good in this great servant of 
God. 

I do not find in the Bible any other 
person named David. It would seem that 
he would have had some namesakes 
during the Bible times, and maybe he 
did, but they are not recorded. How- 
ever, there have been many David name- 
sakes since. Two kings of Scotland 
reigned under the titles of David I and 
David II; and the Duke of Windsor, 
once king of England, bears the name 
of David as one of his seven given names. 
Perhaps each of you fellows knows one 
or more Davids among your acquaint- 
ances. There are many thousands of 
them, which shows how the name is 
esteemed by parents—and King David 
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was the first to invest the name with 
honor. His name is menticned more 
times in the Bible than that of any other 
mere human being: to be specific, 1,018 
times. Moses comes next with 928. This 
is not of paramount importance, but is 
an indication of prominence in the rec- 
ord, which is a part of greatness, Satan, 
with all his other titles combined, is only 
mentioned 208 times. 

David was a great soldier. He con- 
quered all his enemies round about Is- 
rael. In the beginning of his reign he 
assaulted and captured Jebus, a seem- 
ingly impregnable fortress high upon the 
rocks, doubtless the most securely de- 
fended city in all Canaan. This he chcse 
for his capital and renamed it Jerusa- 
lem. Everywhere his armies went, they 
conquered, “And David went on, and 
grew great, and the Lord God of hosts 
was with him” (2 Sam. 5:10). Now, 
fellows, here is a military secret: I wish 
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that all our leaders and campaign plan- 
ers—in the Pentagon and on the fields 
of battle—might take it seriously to 
heart. Turn to these passages and see 
what was at the base of David's success- 
ful strategy: 1 Samuel 30:8; 2 Samuel 
2:1; 5:19, 23; 7:29; then read the thrill- 
ing record of 2 Samuel 8:1-18. 

But we have not yet touched that 
part of David’s greatness which means 
the most to you and me. It is the record 
of his life in the books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles, a life of implicit trust 
in God, beginning with his duties at his 
father’s sheepcote in Bethlehem, and all 
the way through his public and private 
career, with the exception of one bad 
slip. His crowning benison to you and 
me consists of the not less than seventy- 
three of the Psalms which he wrote, two 
of which’ stand out above all the others 
—the Twenty-third Psalm which has 
been translated into more languages than 
any other part of the Bible (or any other 
literature) and can today be faultlessly 
repeated by many millions of people— 
men, women, and children—including 
nearly every race and tribe in the world; 
and the Fifty-first Psalm. This latter 
means more than can be expressed to 
sinning Christians; it is the one thing 
that bears dividends to the penitent soul 
from David’s one great sin. How gra- 
cious it is in the Lord to lay bare to us 
this ugly flaw in a nearly perfect life, 
and then to place beside it the blessed 
way to complete restoration as pointed 
by this wonderful Fifty-first Psalm! 


Fontana Dan, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. “Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Which Were Surprised?—He is a buck- 
ler to all them that trust in him (2 Sam. 
22:31, Golden Text). An early American 
painting shows the interior of a Quaker 
meetinghouse. The simple folk are 
gathered quietly waiting for the “pres- 
ence in the midst.” The door of the 
meetinghouse has been pushed open, and 
there, cautiously entering, are some In- 
dians. Crowding behind them are still 
more outside. Only the surprised look 
of one little girl in the meeting indi- 
cates that anyone is aware of this in- 
trusion. Indeed, she would not have 
considered it intrusion. The picture is 
called, ‘‘None Shall Make Them Afraid.” 
This is a picture of an actual incident 
in a little Quaker meeting in New York 
State. The rest of the story, not shown 
by the picture, tells how after meeting 
was over the Quakers invited the In- 
dians to go home with them. The In- 
dians told how they had crept up to 
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the meetinghouse, cautiously pushing the 
door, curious about the people sitting so 
quietly, and looking carefully to see if 
guns had been stacked in the corner. 
Seeing none, they had said to one an- 
other, “These people trust the Great 
Spirit.” And they did them no harm. 
—From Women’s Missionary Magazine. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


“Lay Me Alongside the Enemy.”—Thou 
shalt not come in hither. .. . Nevertheless 
David took the strong hold of Zion 
(2 Sam. 5:6, 7). It was on a British war- 
ship in the Bay of Biscay. The pilot 
said to the admiral, “It will be an awful 
night, and there is a lee shore and the 
wind is rising.” The admiral replied: 
“Sir, you have done your duty in point- 
ing out the danger. Lay me alongside 
the enemy.” When God calls you to 
duty, let neither prudence nor timidity 
put in its remonstrance, but let your 
answer be, “Lay me alongside the hard 
task, that sacrifice, that danger.”—-From 
Theodore L. Cuyler. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


His Glorious Companion.—And _ the 
Lord God of hosts was with him (2 Sam. 
5:10). The Rev. A. W. Bailey was about 
to take a trek of several weeks through 
a difficult field in Africa. It was on the 
verge of “hunger time.” He says, “I had 
hardly set foot in the native path when 
four words from Second Kings, two, 
verse six were flashed intg my mind: 
‘They two went on.’ At the same time 
I was thrilled by the glorious conscious- 
ness that the benign, majestic Christ was 
walking beside me. For nearly seven 
weeks the trek continued under the blaz- 
ing heat of the autumn sun of Northern 
Rhodesia, often in burning thirst, often 
in deep weariness, but never a day with- 
out the deep consciousness of that glo- 
rious Presence. I found myself uncon- 
sciously stepping out of the African path 
to let my unseen Guest take the trail. 
Then, on the day that my water boy 
induced me to drink the juice of the 
deadly matupa tree, in resentment for a 
longer day’s trek than he fancied, I had 
simply to reach out a hand of faith and 
touch the hem of the seamless Robe and 
was whole again. My boys in wonder 
said: ‘Truly, sir, that tree is deadly. We 
use its sap for fish poison. You would 
have died, had not God intervened.’ 
The great, lasting lesson of the trek was 
the blessed reality of His presence, and 
His all-sufficiency for every contin- 
gency.”—From Prairie Overcomer. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Fifteen Miles—Mostly Up.—Neverthe- 
less David took the strong hold of Zion 
(2 Sam. 5:7). David and his men are not 
the only climbers of mountains, sent 
by God. In the Bible Society’s report 
for 1951 one reads: “ ‘Santa Isabel and 
Garabatos visited. Fifteen miles on foot.’ 
So reads an entry in the diary of one 
of our colporteurs in Peru. These places 
lie in the hills. To get to them meant 
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fifteen miles of mountain roads, climb- 
ing up to 12,000 feet, then to 14,000 and 
more; enduring the scorching sun by 
day and freezing cold by night, with a 
heavy pack of books on his back—and 
utterly alone for most of the time. And 
all to offer men a book! This man sold 
263 books on that visit, and returned 
happy.”—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


He Never Fails—And the Lord pre- 
served David whithersoever he went (2 
Sam, 8:14b). 

There is an Eye that never sleeps 

Beneath the wing of night; 

There is an Ear that never shuts 

When sink the beams of light. 


There is an Arm that never tires 
When human strength gives way; 
There is a Love that never fails 
When earthly loves decay. 
—James Cowden Wallace. 
—Sent by Mrs. A, E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


In the Hands of God.—And the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he went (2 
Sam. 8:14b). When Martin Luther was 
in the throes of the Reformation and the 
Pope was trying to bring him back to 
the Catholic Church, he sent a cardinal 
to deal with Luther and buy him with 
gold. The cardinal wrote to the Pope, 
“The fool does not love gold.” The car- 
dinal, when he could not convince 
Luther, said to him, “What do you think 
the Pope cares for the opinion of a Ger- 
man boor? The Pope's little finger is 
stronger than all Germany. Do you ex- 
pect your princes to take up arms to 
defend you—you, a wretched worm like 
you? I tell you No. And where will 
you be then?” Luther’s reply was sim- 
ple: “Where I am now. In the hands 
of Almighty God.”—F rom Christian Digest, 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Where the Bullet Stopped.—And the 
Lord preserved David whithersoever he 
went (2 Sam. 8:14b). A lieutenant in 
the United States Army on some far-off 
battle front and his buddy were sent 
out on an important mission. When the 
enemy discovered them, the lieutenant 
faced them, saying to himself, “Lord, 
it’s your responsibility now.” As he 
reached for his carbine, a shot from one 
of them struck him in the breast and 
blasted him down. Thinking he was 


dead, his pal grabbed his carbine and . 


blasted away with both guns. He re- 
ceived three bullet wounds, but when 
he finished not one of the enemy was 
left. The lieutenant wrote his sister in 
Pennsylvania: “He was amazed when 
I rolled over and tried to get up. The 
force of that bullet had only stunned 
me. Dazedly, wondering why, I pulled 
my Bible out of my pocket and in utter 
muteness looked at the ugly hole in the 
cover. It had ripped through Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and kept 
going. Where do you think it stopped? 
In the middle of the Ninety-first Psalm, 
pointing like a finger at this verse, ‘A 
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
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thousand at thy right hand; but it shall 
not come nigh thee.’ I did not know 
such a verse was in the Bible. , . . In 
utter humility I said, ‘Thank You, pre- 
cious God.’”—From leaflet, “A Lieuten- 
ant’s Miraculous Escape.” Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
DAVID, THE KINGDOM BUILDER 


Y HEART goes out to the girl who 

asked the question we have this 
morning, because I can understand her 
feeling. “How can I shine for Jesus in 
my home when I cannot please my 
mother? If I help her with the work, 
she says I’ve done everything all wrong; 
and if I don’t help, she thinks I’m lazy.” 
I remember a girl at Bible camp who 
asked me the same question. She was 
most unhappy about it, but we prayed 
and talked things over; and today her 
mother thinks her the finest girl in the 
country and even goes with her to 
church services! That mother has seen 
what Christ has done in her daughter’s 
life, and I hope to hear some day that 
she is really saved. 

Your trouble is often just part of the 
growing-up process. When you were a 
little girl, your mother probably did 
not expect much of you, only giving you 
simple duties which you could easily 
perform. But now that you are getting 
older, she feels you should be able to 
take real responsibilities, and naturally 
she likes things done in her way. She 
probably thinks that after seeing her do 
things for fourteen years or so, you 
should know the way she does them. 
But if you are like many girls, you 
haven’t taken particular notice of her 
methods. You just took her work for 
granted, and were glad when your duties 
were done and you could go out to play. 
New you really want to please her, and 
that is half the way to success. Pray 
that the Lord may give you more grace 
and wisdom, and He will. Then when 
you come downstairs, say pleasantly, 
“What would you like me to do this 
morning, Mother?” instead of starting to 
work at what you think best. After 
you have found out her wishes, then 
say: “Would you mind showing me just 
how you want that done? I’m sorry 
that I don’t remember how you do it.” 
Then when your mother shows you, 
follow her directions as carefully as you 
can. You'll be surprised how quickly 
you can learn her ways when you want 
to, and ask the Lord’s help. It is easy 
to think you know a better way, but, 
even if you do, it is nicer not to say so, 
till she has gained confidence in your 
judgment and skill. And by that time 
you might find out that Mother’s way 
was best. It sometimes is! 

We ended our lesson last week with 
David’s being crowned king. He had 
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been king over Judah for seven years, 
and then on the death of Saul’s son 
Ishbosheth, he became king over all Is- 
rael. But there was one great obstacle 
to David’s reigning over the whole land. 
Right in the center of Palestine was the 
stronghold of a wicked Canaanite tribe 
called the Jebusites. God had told the 
Israelites through both Moses and Joshua 
that the Canaanites were to be destroyed 
because of their terrible sins. But Is- 
rael had never been able to defeat the 
Jebusites, who had an impregnable fort 
on the hill of Zion. David knew that 
his kingdom could never be strong and 
unified as long as the center of it was 
occupied by these vile idolaters. So he 
led his men against it. Turn to 2 Samuel 
5:6. The Jebusites felt so secure in their 
fortress that they taunted David, say- 
ing in present-day language, “You can’t 
even capture our lame and blind.” Read 
verse 7 and see how simply the story of 
David’s great victory is told. He took 
this fortress on Mt. Zion without diffi- 
culty because God was with him, and it 
was His will that the Jebusites be wiped 
out. Read verse 8. J. N. Darby, a well- 
known Hebrew scholar, says the phrase, 
“that are hated of David’s soul,” refers 
to the Jebusites as God’s enemies, and 
not particularly to the lame and blind. 

Read verses 10 to 12. David was mak- 
ing building improvements in the land, 
and his power was growing so that we 
find a neighboring king eager to ally 
himself on David’s side. The rest of 
this chapter tells of the victory over 
the Philistines, which was won by sim- 
ple obedience to the Lord. 

Second Samuel 8 tells of further ad- 
vance in the kingdom of David. Verse 
12 lists six enemies he was able to sub- 
due in the strength of the Lord. Verse 
14 tells of another nation he subdued. 
The Edomites were not among the 
nations of Canaan that God had said 
should be destroyed. They were de- 
scendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother, but 
they had been enemies of Israel con- 
tinuously, so now David puts them to 
tribute. Notice the end of verse 14 
which shows the contrast between David 
and Saul. The Spirit of the Lord left 
Saul because of his repeated acts of 
disobedience, but the Lord was with Da- 
vid and preserved him whithersoever 
he went because his heart was right 
with God, 

Second Samuel 8:15 tells us that Da- 
vid executed judgment and justice unto 
all his people. This means that he did 
what was right and fair by everyone. 
God loves righteousness. Sometimes wars 
are followed by a letdown in righteous- 
ness in a country and confusion in the 
government, Not so under David. He did 
not let down after his great victories, but 
faithfully executed judgment and jus- 
tice. The rest of this chapter gives a 
good idea of his orderly government. 
Six leading men are named, giving the 
office of each, and we learn that David's 
sons were also chief rulers, 
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This is all of great interest to us, not 
only because we shall meet and talk with 
David some day, but also because it is 
a picture of the reign of our blessed 
Lord Jesus Himself. He will subdue all 
His enemies. He will execute judgment 
and justice more perfectly than even 
David was able to do, and He will have 
an orderly government. Those who 
were true to David in the time of his 
exile from Israel were the ones who 
shared his exaltation later. Even so, 
those today who are true to our rejected 
Lord are the ones who will share His 
glory by and by. Are you one of these? 

Now Mabel will tell us the beautiful 


story found in 2 Samuel 9. Here we 
see David’s kindness toward one who 
might have been a rival and enemy. 


Also notice that Mephibosheth was lame 
on both his feet, yet David did not hate 
him, but gave him a place among his 
own sons. What a picture of the grace 
that God has shown to each of us! We, 
too, belonged to a race opposed to the 
rightful Ruler, but He has forgiven us 
and given us a place of privilege in His 
very presence, a place we shall enjoy 
increasingly forevermore, 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


v3 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When David Was King (2 Sam. 


ERE is an old riddle. If none of the 
children knows or can guess it, sug- 
gest the use of Roman numerals. 

Five hundred begins it; five hundred 

ends it; 
And five in the middle is seen; 

The first of all letters, the first of all 

numbers, 
Then take their stations between. 

We know what David did as a boy, 
(Tended sheep, played harp, practiced 
with sling.) Do you know what he did 
as a king? (List on the blackboard the 
children’s suggestions. Perhaps the first 
one will be: ruling over his people.) 
We have a verse that tells how he did 
that (2 Sam. 8:15). You would expect 
him to be honest and fair in deciding 
people’s quarrels. Things like this he 
had to decide: A woman appeared 
dressed in mourning because of her hus- 
band’s death. She fell on her face to the 
ground and bowed to the king. “Help, 
O King.” “What is your trouble?” he 
asked. “I am a widow. My husband is 
dead. My two sons had a fight in a field 
where there was no one to stop them. 
One killed the other. Now they are go- 


5:9-12; 8:15) 


ing to kill him because he killed his 
brother. And I won't have anyone left, 


and the family will all be gone.” “Go 


home,” said the king, “and I will attend 
to it. Your son will not lose one hair 
because of it.” (While this story is a 


ruse, it is no doubt illustrative of situa- 
tions that did arise. Chap. 14.) 


David was a fighter, too. Chapter 8 
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tells of one enemy after another that 
David defeated: one, two, three, four. 
Then others came with presents to make 
friends. No need to get proud, though 
—it was the Lord’s help which gave Da- 
vid success, and he knew it (vs. 6, 14). 
So he gave to the Lord the presents 
brought, and the gold and silver cap- 
tured from the enemy (v. 11). 

In the stories of Saul we learned that 
even kings have to obey. Here is one 
rule God had for kings (Deut. 17:18, 
19). Do you think David kept that one? 
It makes me think of something else 
King David did—he wrote psalms or 
songs. The very first one tells about 
studying the Bible (the Law) day and 
night (Psa. 1:2). David arranged for 
the musicians and choir to serve in the 
Temple of God (1 Chron, 25). 

David was not only a judge, a warrior, 
and a musician, but he was also a 
builder. He built the city larger (2 Sam. 
5:9). He built a palace. What kind 
of wcod do you suppose it was made of? 
(v. 11.) It was very expensive and came 
from a country miles away. He got 
ready to build a magnificent house for 
the Lord (1 Chron. 17; 22). But that is 
a story all itself. 

David! Wonderful boy. Wonderful 
king. Wonderful stories about him. Was 
it because he did what was right and 
good in the sight of the Lord as his 
Bible told him to? See what he found 
written there (Deut. 6:18). Did it work? 
But David made his mistakes and did 
wrong, too, just like other folks. And 
God punished him for it, just like other 
folks. Something about that next time. 
Now, how are you going to picture Da- 
vid as king: a crown for ruling his peo- 
ple, a sword for successful battles, a 
scroll for studying God’s Word, a harp 
for his Psalms, a house for his building? 

Do you suppose David’s Law Book is 
for you, too? Every heavenly prince 
should be studying the Bible. God says 
to you just as much as to David: “Do 
that which is right and good in the sight 
of the Lord” (Deut. 6:18, Memory Verse) 
—“that it may be well with thee.” 
Wouldn’t that be a good motto for a boy 
or girl at school? 

ORONO, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 


OEY was the age of you boys when 

He spent his very first week at camp. 
He had a really good time eating lots 
of food, playing all kinds of games, and 
listening to Bible lessons each day. Al- 
most a year later his teacher saw him. 
“Well, Joey,” she asked, “what have you 
been doing this winter?” At once he 
answered, “Putting Christ first!” 

How pleased Joey’s teacher was! She 
knew that surely he had been listening 
and practicing the lessons that had been 
taught him at camp—he knew that it 
was important to put the Lord Jesus 
Christ first in everything. 
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When David was chosen king over 
God’s pecple his motto must have been, 
“God first,” for God said of him, “I have 
found David ,. . . a man after mine own 
heart” (Acts 13:22). When Saul was 
king, you will remember, he was jealous 
of David and tried more than once to 
kill him. There had been times when 
David could have killed King Saul as 
easily as he had killed Goliath, but 
never did he try to do that. He knew 
that it would not please God and he 
wanted always to do what God wanted 
him to do. God first! 

God’s people were very happy when 
they crowned David king. They had a 
special feast that lasted three days. 
Since there were no trains or auto- 
mobiles in those days they loaded 
all kinds of food on camels and mules 
and oxen and went to the city of Hebron 
where David was. You should have seen 
the food—bread and meat and fig cakes 
and bunches of raisins and wine and oil 
and oxen and sheep. And the Bible says 
that they had these things abundantly. 
That means they had more than enough 
to eat. Why did the people have such 
a big celebration? God’s Word says 
that it was because “there was joy” (1 
Chron, 12:40). God’s people were now 
doing what God wanted them to do in- 
stead of insisting on having their own 
way. And so, quite naturally, they were 
happy—they had “joy.” They were put- 
ting God first, you see. 

What is it when we want our own way 
and not God’s way? Yes, whenever we 
want our own way and not God's way, 
it is sin. And when there is sin, there 
is no joy. It means that we are not 
putting the Lord Jesus Christ first. Who 
can tell me how to spell joy? J-O-Y. 
That’s right. Let’s have three of you 
hold up the letters that spell joy. 
(Teacher’s note: Have three children 
stand before the class each holding a 
paper bearing the letters J-S-Y. Have 
the letter O concealed on a fourth piece 
of paper. Immediately the onlookers 
will cry out, “That’s wrong!” The teacher 
expresses surprise at her error.) That’s 
a terrible mistake, isn’t it? Let’s see. 
Can you think of someone very won- 
derful whose name begins with the let- 
ter J? Yes, Jesus. This J stands for 
the dear Lord Jesus, God’s Son. And 
whom do you suppose Y stands for? Yes, 
you. Now what awful thing do you 
suppose the S stands for? Sin is right. 
And, boys and girls, whenever there is 
sin between Jesus and you, there can 
be no joy. The sin may be that of being 
jealous of someone else, as Saul was. It 
may be wanting our own way instead of 
God’s way. No matter what the sin is, 
we can never have real joy as long as 
it is there. 

Let’s take away the S and put in its 
place the letter O. That looks like a 
zero, doesn’t it? And zero means noth- 
ing. When there is absolutely nothing 
—no sin—between Jesus and you, you 
have real joy. And what must the 
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Christian do each day to have his sins 
forgiven? Yes, he must tell God that 
he is sorry for them and promise that 
with God’s help he will never do those 
things again. God's people had joy the 
day that David was crcwned king, be- 
cause they were doing what God wanted 
them to do, instead of insisting on hav- 
ing their own way. They were putting 
God first. 

Right now would be a very good time 
to ask the Lord Jesus to help us to put 
Him first every day. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 699) 

1. (a) In a burst of acclamation (1 
Sam. 10:24); (b) through long conflict 
(2 Sam. 3:1). 

2. Saul’s heart was far from God, but 
David's heart was right with God. 

3. Zion (2 Sam, 5:7) and Bethlehem 
(Luke 2:11). 

4. The Philistines and the Jebusites. 

5. He was referring to the garrison of 
the Jebusites, who said that lame and 
blind men could hold the fort against 
David. 

6. Joab (1 Chron, 11:6). 

7. Probably they befriended him when 
they regarded him as an outlaw from 
Israel, but turned against him when they 
discovered that he was appointed king. 
The Jewish Midrash states that the king 
of Moab had put David’s father and 
mother to death, 

8. North (Syria), east (Moab), and 
south (Edom). 

9 (a) Captain of the king’s body- 
guard; (b) commander of the army, 

10. See 2 Samuel 4:4, 
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Changing the Lord’s Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us,’ or use some similar wording 
acceptable to the participating denomi- 
nations, and to devise the best means 
of introducing the revision into the gen- 
eral use of the Church.” 

Commenting further, the General As- 
sembly Daily News says: 

“It was voted to approve the overture 
and ask the Moderator to appoint a com- 
mittee of three.” 

In the discussion, the Rev. Guy Vol- 
pitto of South Euclid, Ohio, informed 
the audience that “ ‘debt’ is not the right 
word.” But in Matthew 6:12 “opheilee- 
mata” means “debts.” “Let’s be true to 
the language and not our custom,” con- 
tinued Mr. Volpitto. “Amen,” say we, 
and nothing could be a truer translation 
for Matthew 6:12 than “debts.” 

However, in Thayer’s lexicon is a sec- 
ondary definition, which includes the 
idea of “sin,” from Hebrew and Chal- 




















Lesson for August 31 


dean analogies. This is probably what 
our friends have in mind. In Luke 11:4, 
“Forgive us our sins: for we also for- 
give everyone that is indebted to us,” 


the Greek for “sins” is another word, 
hamartias. 

Of course debt and sin are both in- 
volved, 


Jesus paid it all 
All to him I owe. 
Sin hath left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
But, in the prayer of the sermon on the 
Mount, the idea of debt is dominant, 
if not exclusive. There is already a cer- 
tain confusion in the use of two terms, 


“debts” and “trespasses”; the use of a 
third, “sins,” would but add to it, 
4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 31 


Giving Honest Measure 
(Luke 6:38; 19:1-10) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE story is told of a young man who 

was making his way as an architect 
and builder of homes. A long-standing 
friend of the family, who was quite 
well-to-do, gave him an order for a 
home. He stated that, while he did not 
want any extravagance, at the same time 
he wanted honest, substantial material, 
and the best quality of everything in the 
way of conveniences and appurtenances, 

But the young builder saw in this or- 
der an opportunity to make a little more 
money than he normally would make on 
such a home. Not in every instance did 
he use first-grade lumber and trim. In 
places where he figured it would not 
show, he did not provide the best work- 
manship. When it came to flooring, and 
linoleum, and papering, he supplied 
good-looking material, but not neces- 
sarily the best. 

When the house was completed and 
the keys were turned over to the owner, 
the owner handed them back to the 
young man with the words, “Tom, I have 
been a friend of your family for a long 
time. I built this house really for you. 
Now I want you to take it and enjoy it. 
It is yours.” 

How do you suppose the young builder 
felt? He might have had and enjoyed 
the very best. Instead, all of the time 
he lived in that house, he was conscious 
that, due to his own dishonesty, he must 
be satisfied with second-grade material 
and fittings. 

ye 


In ways that may not be so apparent, 
but nevertheless are just as sure, we 


cheat ourselves first of all when we fail 
to give honest measure for whatever 
we have to sell, 


whether it be goods, 
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or time, or service. And it is fitting 
that we think soberly about this on this 
Sunday evening that comes just before 
the day we celebrate as Labor Day. 


8 


The principle is true and vital, whether 
we are still at school, or are employed, 
or are employing others. If we are still 
attending school, we are doing so be- 
cause our parents hope and expect that 
we will use this opportunity to get a 
thorough and good education and be 
prepared in the best possible way to 
make our own way in the future. When 
we are satisfied merely to “get by” with 
passing grades, or when we waste time 
and fail to do our best, we are cheating 
them first of all, but we are also cheat- 
ing ourselves, and most of us will see 
the day when we shall bitterly regret 
having failed to make the best use of 
the opportunity that was ours. 

b 


When we are employed, whether it be 
at odd jobs such as mowing the lawn or 
baby sitting, or in full-time employment 
in an office, or factory, or elsewhere, we 
cheat our employer when we fail to do 
the work expected of us and for which 
we have contracted and are being paid. 
But we also cheat ourselves by lowering 
our own self-respect, by failing to profit 
by any experience that may be gained 
by doing a job well and faithfully, and 
we mortgage our future by failing to 
gain the ccnfidence and appreciation of 
those for whom we work. 

sy 

The employer likewise cheats himself 
when he fails to give honest measure to 
his employees. And that honest measure 
may not always be dollars and cents. 
It may be the withholding of apprecia- 
tion of or praise for a job well done. 
It may be the withholding of confidence, 
or a failure to encourage a spirit of part- 
nership and teamwork. It may be a 
failure to show humility or impartiality. 
In any case the employer cheats himself 
because he fails to gain the respect and 
co-cperation of his employees and very 
often engenders among them dissatisfac- 
tion, jealousy, and bitterness. 

Se 

God’s promise, given in the first verse 
of our Scripture portion for this week, 
still holds: “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you: good measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again” 
(Luke 6:38). Do you believe it? Are 
you putting it to test in daily practice? 

% 

Right here, on this Sunday before 
Labor Day, we shall do well to consider 
briefly the strife that we see all about 
us in our land today between capital and 
labor. Now it cannot be denied that 
there are many evils which may be laid 
at the door of capital. It is right that 
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YOU ARE INVITED 


to 


share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
— and Christian laymen of to- 


Shelton College 





340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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High School Bible Courses 


FOR Church Bible Classes 


Personal Bible Study 


by Catherine B. Walker, M.A. 
A survey course containing study notes, outlines, 
questions, and chapter reading suggestions, 
Vol. 1 Old Testament. Vol. 2 New Testament 
Order splendid 1951-52 revised edition at 75c each. 


BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois 
Formerly Box 229, Columbia, S. C 

















maps, 










When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 


Reaching Chinese by the 
Printed Page 


WHERE? Hong Kong, For- 
mosa, Philippines, 
Indo-China,Siam,|n- 
donesia, and North 
America. 

By the Bible Maga- 
zine (Bi-Monthly), 
The Companion (monthly), books, tracts, posters, 
and newspaper evangelism. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1. Send us names and ad- 
dresses of Chinese and those interested in Chinese, 
to whom we may send samples of our literature. 
2. PRAY for the literature going out from our 
branches in Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, and 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


THE ALLIANCE PRESS 
BOX 549 WHEATON, 
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ai Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
S. S. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True i Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry —hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 10c. 
AGENTS make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving line : Bibles, Books, Greeting 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Liberal commission. 
Write for full detalis 
0 S.S. Pocket Quorterlies () Catalog and Agent's Offer 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, ind. 
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Ss. Zibles *We have the new loose- 

leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New 


WANTED: Young People’s Worker. Write stating 


* educational background, qualifications, 
and experience to Mr. Carl Morton, First Baptist 
Church, Rochester, Minn. 


WANTED: Man able to learn switchboard and 

* reception desk duties for evening 

work in Christian college. Address, Business Mana- 
r, Shelton College, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19, 
ew York. 


FURNISHED ROOMS 


Large, airy rooms in private home. Near ocean, lower 
Chelsea. Reservation only. C. A. Guenther, 35 South 
Dover Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 














FROM CALVARY TO NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH 
You Can Understand the Second Coming Now! 
NEW CHART §&8 x 14 inches 
15 cents each - 8 for $1.00 
DR. FRANK WITT, Pastor, Evangelist, Chalk Artist 
National Headquarters, P. 0. Box 265 Chattanooga, Tena. 


WANTED by Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, 
Illinois: Young man as assistant pastor, 
director ot Christian education. Requirements: capable 
of assisting pastor in general duties, especially visita- 
tion; well trained to work effectively with young 
people, lead them to the Lord and build them up in the 
Faith. Write: C. B. Eavey, Chairman of Personnel 
Committee, 603 N. Scott Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 








RECEPTIONIST-TYPIST NEEDED 


Christian girl, attractive personality, accurate 


| 
typist, experienced receptionist, familiar with | 
small switchboard, is needed in Business Office 
of church in New York area. Bookkeeper also | 
needed. If interested, please write to Adv. No. 701, | 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. | 


PAPAL Infallibility TOPPLES 


by Evangelist Michael J. Anzalone, ex-Roman Cath- 
olic. My conversion to Christ. Repudiation of Rom- 
anism. Persecuted and Threatened. Haled to Court 
by Priest, etc. 7 chapters, 14pictures. Order from 


M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 
10 books, $5 5 books, $3 3 books, $2 one, $1 


aa ILE QNOW 


Cn. for parents and young 
ingae designed both to meet the 
alk and lead them to Christ. 
SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


. Oliver Buswell, Ni Preside: 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N.Y. 









































Superb Satin Velour & Metallic 
Show Rich New Cards never be- 
fore offered. Amazing Value! Gets 
Easy Orders FAST! Pays up to 
100% Cash Profit. Big Line. 
FREE Samples of 30 Gorgeous 
a ag with Name 50 
r $1.25 up. New magic GLO- 
tne THE- “DARK Tree Orna- 
ments, tore Stationery, 
Gifts. Several $1. 60 Boxes ON APPROVAL. Write 


GREETINGS, 2801 Locust, Dept.2104-K, St. Louis 3, Mo, 
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employees should have a_ reasonable 
wage; that they should have clean and 
suitable conditions under which to work, 
wherever this is possible; that their 
working hours should not be excessive: 
and the like. It was because such rights 
were being abused that labor unions 
were formed, and they have grown and 
become strong in the last fifty years. 
But, in doing so, they have sometimes 
failed to recognize that the rights gained 
by their growth and agitation carry a 
responsibility on labor’s part to give an 
honest return for what it receives and 
to be reasonable in the demands it 
makes. All too often there has been a 
disposition to do as little as possible and 
get as much as possible. 

The sad commentary on all this conflict 
between capital and labor is that neither 
group seems to have learned that, in the 
final analysis, while unfairness and ex- 
ploitation may be in a measure held in 
check, fair play and honest dealings can- 
not be legislated. They must come from 
within the heart. Hence, the Christian 
message to individuals on both sides— 
capftal and labor—is to accept and follow 
Christ, who alone can change the heart 
and cause men and women everywhere 
to abide by the principles set down in 
God’s Word. Only Christ living within 
can make men want to obey such pre- 
cepts as: ie 

“Servants, be obedient to them that 
are your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in singleness 
of your heart, as unto Christ; not with 
eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the 
servants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart; and, ye masters, do the 
same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your Master 
also is in heaven; neither is ore. respect 
of persons with him” (Eph. 6:5, 6, 9). 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 
Witnessing Among Paris 
Students 
(Continued from page 697) 


staff of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. God has laid the burden of 
the students of pagan Paris upon the 
hearts of Anne and Frank Horton, and 
they are going forward in faith. 
Universities in Europe, unlike those 
in North America, do not have student 
unions, dormitories, rooms available for 
meetings, consequently the I.F.E.S, must 
provide its own facilities. The former 
headquarters of the North Africa Mis- 
sion are well suited for the proposed 
work, as there is a hall on the ground 
floor with a seating capacity of eighty, 
regular living quarters on the next two 
floors, and a large attic on the fourth 
floor which can accommodate fifteen to 
twenty students for week-end confer- 
ences. The furnished house may be pur- 
chased for $13,000 plus French taxes. 
Though Bible-believing Christians in 
Europe do not have much of this world’s 
goods, yet they have undertaken to give 
$3,000. North American Christians who 
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are interested have been asked to con- 
tribute $13,000, and $8,000 is urgently 
needed at once to make the purchase 
possible, 

On the letterhead sent out in July by 
Anne and Frank Horton is this encour- 
aging word, “Nothing lies beyond the 
reach of prayer except that which lies 
outside the will of God.” It will easily 
be seen what great possibilities for Gos- 
pel witness and Bible teaching there are 
among the thousands of students con- 
centrated in Paris. Christian people who 
would like to have a share in this im- 


portant new work in Europe should 


designate gifts for the Paris student 
house and send them to the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students, 228 
Spring St., Geneva, III. 


What About Campus Drama? 


R. MAE TENNEY of Greenville Col- 

lege, Greenville, Ill, emphasized, 
by a series of observations and ques- 
tions, the dangers of campus dramatics 
Her four-point outline, with subdivisions, 
appeared in a Newsletter for Christian 
Teachers of College English, circulated 
by Elva McAllaster, Seattle Pacific Gol- 
lege. The last three points consisted of 
series of questions; but as the first di- 
vision contained several definite con- 
clusions, it is given herewith: 

“Does participation in campus drama, 
either by actors or spectators, increase 
the desire to attend the theater? 

“This seems to me the key question. 
If the theater is really what the church 
in every period of great power has 
thought it to be, no church-related col- 
lege dare become responsible for mak- 
ing theater-goers of its students. May 
I summarize from many months of study 
the opinion of the church (the church 
of the first centuries, the seventeenth, 
the eighteenth, and the whole evangel- 
ical movement of the nineteenth)? 

‘l. The theater was originally inex- 
tricably associated with paganism and 
has continued to absorb the pagan spirit 
of every age. 

“2. The promiscuous association of 
men and women in action that requires 
full release of all emotions leads to im- 
morality. 

“3. The immoral tone of the theater 
has repeatedly been demonstrated by 
the congregation of vice centers in its 
environs. (Hollywood is only the most 
recent example.) 

“4. Efforts at reformation have never 
raised the theater very far above this 
level. 

‘5. In its lavish expenditure of money 
it has been an epitome of the luxury 
condemned by the Christian way of life. 

“6. The fact that the reputation of the 
theater is such that no Christian ap- 
proves a dramatic career for his son or 
daughter should preclude attendance by 
the Christian. . , .” 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The Lonesome Sorrel. By Keith Rob- 
ertson. (The John C. Winston Co., Phil- 
adelphia 7; $2.50.) It was strange about 
the big sorrel horse, Cinnamon. He was 
like a one-man dog, if he couldn’t have 
Cecil Cartright for a master, he wanted 
none. And Cecil had to move to Eng- 
land. Even though trained for the turf, 
the big animal simply moped, uninter- 
ested in doing his stuff for anybody. But 
his owner’s friend had a nephew who 
looked enough like Cecil to be his twin. 
Cinnamon must be sent to this boy, Cliff 
Barry. 

Home from schoo] in the city, Cliff was 
surprised and not at all pleased to find 
his uncle’s magnificent gift waiting. For 
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what Cliff wanted was a motorcycle. ° 


But egged on by Abby Morrison, the 
girl next door, he finally managed to 
get on and stay on the horse’s back. From 
the first, whenever Cliff was around, 
Cinnamon was all fire and speed. Abby 
secured a horse for herself and the two 
started a riding club on the Barry farm. 
But it was the girl who loved both horses 
and did the work of caring for them, 

Then Cliff discovered Colonel Quill’s 
own private race track with all its handi- 
caps, where no betting or gambling was 
allowed, but which the Colonel main- 
tained just because he loved horses and 
wanted to give boys and girls a chance 
to ride. Discovered, too, that a certain 
dishonest Everett Steele was to compete 
in the race not many weeks thence. 
Having suffered considerably from Ever- 
ett’s bullying, Cliff is fired with an am- 
bition to enter and win. How he learns 
to ride, foils Everett’s cheating, and how 
Cinnamon breasts the tape ahead of all 
the other horses, makes a thrilling cli- 
max to a fine story. 


New Testament Christians. By Robert 
Clarke. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London S. W. 4, 10/6, net, by post, 
11/-.) The prayer that the Spirit-led 
Christian finds welling up in his heart, 
as he reads this book, is, “More holi- 
ness give me, more strivings within.” 
The greatest need of the church today 
is to get back to New Testament teach- 
ing. As this book takes us back to those 
early days, we find that every chapter 
is headed by a verse of Scripture de- 
scribing some needed Christian grace. 
We enter by the way of “Believers,” at 
once finding that we are “Children of 
God,” and from there going on to the 
school of “Disciples,” and thus we take 
a logical journey through fourteen New 
Testament terms arriving finally at God’s 
intention for us, “Super Conquerors.” 
Even a glance at the bibliography shows 
that the author has studied the writings 
of Christian conquerors. There is an 
abundance of valuable teaching in this 
little book. Preachers will find one 
temptation in reading this material—the 
teaching is so clear and the outlines are 
so logical that they will be led to follow 
them too closely in the preparation of 
their own sermons on these subjects. 
The seeking saint will find his heart 
burning within him as he reads. Our 
need is shown by the author's own words, 
“Sad to say, many a true Christian is 
living a defeated life because he has 
not learned the secret of victory through 
the risen Christ.” 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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-——Christian Greeting Cards— 


Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 




















Meeting the need of the hour 
ALL- BIBLE GRADED SERIES 


% of Sunday School lessons 


The whole Bible for your 
Sunday School” 


434 SOUTH WABASH 
CHICAGO 5, Nt, 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
———___ Fusnnilare 


LIVERY - - 


whole 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 





* « EARLY 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


os )6wDEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








“BE A HIGHWAY EVANGELIST’’ 
Dedicate your car as a witness for Christ 


LICENSE SIGNS $1. 25 each fe ag 


PLATE 
1. “Christ Died for Our Sins” 
2. “The Wages of Sin Is Death” 
3. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”’ 
4. “Jesus Saves” 
5. “The Wicked Shall Be Turned Into Hell” 
6. “The Gift of God Is Eternal Life’”’ 


BE A WITNESS NOW! ORDER TODAY 
HIGHWAY EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE 


DR. FRANK WITT, Director 


National Headquarters 
P. O. Box 265 - Chattanooga, Tenn. 








IN THE NEWS! 
Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre- -millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
L. Brooks and V. C. Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 = ae. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1 

Ask information about ny i world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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For ON. 


A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by Ilse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
(eth in 3 parts) about boys ond girls in other 
lands. A spiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 
by Stella M. Rudy= Hove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzies. 65¢ 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 North Third St. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 
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NO bother 
NO worry 


just regular, generous returns 


with MOODY annuities 


Besides returns matching commercial 
investments, Moody annuities provide 
freedom from bother and worry. 
Stocks, bonds and other securities re- 
quire supervision and knowledge of 
financial matters. For 44 years Moody 
returns have arrived on time and re- 
mained the same, regardless of 
economic conditions. No coupons to 
clip, no ownership certificates to 
make out. They are “burglar-proof’— 
worthless to anyone except you, If 
lost or destroyed, payments continue 


without interruption. 


In addition to these benefits, you have 
the joy of knowing your dollars are 
used to train Christian’ workers. 


Mail coupon today for free copy of 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. No obligation! 


MOODY Bille Institute 


820 N. LASALLE ST. « 


CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


story of the Moody annuity plan. 


Il am interested in stewardship in its relation to 
+ Please send me folder, ‘‘Where There’s 
ut. 


“Moody Annuities Are Safe, Sound, Satisfying” 


ate . « « 
Dept. S 14 | 








C) Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Aug. 31) Aug. 16, 1952 


Rally Day in 1952 


T IS time to think of plans for the 

coming fall and winter in your Sun- 
day school, and an excellent help toward 
a good start in the fall work is an in- 
spirational Rally Day including the 
whole school. 

A new service for Rally Day that does 
not involve rehearsing and elaborate 
preparation has been written by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It is called “Royal In- 
vitations,” and it includes responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
readings and recitations for the various 
departments, and original hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, 

“Royal Invitations” is available in con- 
venient leaflet form, and may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1952 Rally Day service. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 








Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 25 to 31 


Mon.—2 Samuel 5:6-12. 
The Exalted Kingdom. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David perceived 
that the Lord had established him king 
over Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.” 
As David quickly saw that God’s hand 
had given him great success, do you 
also trace all your blessings to the 
heavenly Author of them? “Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down frcem the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17). 
Pray for Camp Sankanac, Spring City, 
Pa, 


Tues.—Psalm 99:1-5. The King’s Strength. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The  king’s 
strength also loveth judgment; thou dost 
establish equity, thou executest judg- 
ment and righteousness in Jacob.” It is 
well, if we, like David, recognize that 
the Lord reigneth and is high above all 
the people. “The Lord reigneth; let 
the people tremble.” God consciousness 
is generally wanting among us; but let 
all who hold Him in reverence exalt 
Him, worship at His footstool, and de- 
clare His name among the people. Pray 
for Byron Bible Camp, Huron, S. Dak. 


Wed.—2 Samuel 8:13-18. 
Real Statesmanship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And David 
reigned over all Israel; and David ex- 
ecuted judgment and justice unto all his 
people.” In direction and management 
David displayed God-given wisdom in 
his handling of the reins of government, 


In oversight and control he was a true 
shepherd of Israel. In supervising lives, 
families, and congregations, let all show 
godly diligence. Pray for the Ontario 
Bible Conference, Lycoming, N. Y. 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 9:1-7. 
David the Greathearted. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Is there not yet 
any of the house of Saul, that I may 
shew the kindness of God unto him?” 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan's lame son, ob- 
tained from greathearted David, the 
kindness of God. It was a covenant 
blessing (see 1 Sam. 20:23, with vs, 11- 
15). We, too, are beneficiaries of cove- 
nant blessings (see John 17:1-19). Great 
David’s greater Son in covenant with 
the Father and the Spirit, back in the 
eternal council in Heaven, before the 
world was, planned for our ransom from 
sin and Satan (Eph. 1:3-12). Have you 
acknowledged gratitude to your Bene- 
factor? Pray for Cannon Beach Bible 
Conference, Cannon Beach, Oreg, 


Fri.—Isaiah 32:1-8. 
A King of Righteousness. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “A _ king shall 
reign in righteousness.” Our righteous 
Lord will duly take to Himself His great 
power and establish righteousness in all 
the earth. From prophecies, and from 
the personal practices of Christ seen in 
His first advent ministry, we know what 
His reign in righteousness will be. But 
when must be left wholly to God. He 
shall come in the proper time and take 
the kingdoms of this world (see Psas. 2 
and 110). Pray for the Sacandaga Bible 
Conference, Broadalbin, N. Y. 


Sat.—Psalm 97. 
God’s Power and Dominion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For thou, Lord, 
art high above all the earth: thou art 
exalted far above all gods.” Rejoice in 
the Lord. His kingdom ruleth over all. 
“The heavens declare his righteousness” 
(rightness and justice). All people ob- 
serve His glory. Let all who know His 
name be joyful in their king: but let 
them that worship strange gods trem- 
ble, for they shall be utterly confounded. 
If you know God, glorify Him. Pray 
for the Silver Fork Bible Conference, 
Brighton, Utah. 


Sun.—Psalm 72:1-7. 
The Reign of the Righteous King. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “All _ kings 
shall fall down before him: all nations 
shall serve him.” For Christ no other 
consummation can be imagined. De- 
spised, rejected, and crucified here, 
He must reign until God’s enemies 
are made the footstool of His feet. 
As sure as the heavens are above 
the earth He shall rule the people 
with righteousness, and God’s poor 
with judgment. Then shall the right- 
eous shine forth in the Kingdom of 
Christ. He cannot fail. His Kingdom 
is sure. Pray for the Summit Grove 
Camp Grounds, New Freedom, Pa. 
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